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NATIVE AFFAIRS

Lower Mainland battens down for big melt

BY RYAN ALETCHER

- The Lower Mainland has
braced itself for the thaw as
warmer temperatures and
heavy rain have increased
flooding risks and collapsed
three roofs.

Warnings and notices were
put out by Environment Can-
ada vesterday as stormy
weather and mild tempera-
tures spread over the prov-
ince. The same storm is going
to bring heavy snow, which

“will change “dramatically” in-

to rainfall in much of the In-. -

terior, Environment Canada
said. -

“There’s more hea\r_v rain
coming tonight. With the
amount of rain coming dewn
and the warmer temperatures,
there is the possibility that all
the snow below 8oo-1,000
metres is going to melt,” Envi-
ronment Canada spokesman
David Jones said yesterday.

“The weight of snow on
roofs s goihg to be a problem
and there'’s a big risk of flood-
ing, especlally in the lower

POLAND'S CONSUL-GENERAL

Fraser Valley, where there’s
lots of snow, which is all go-
ing to be turned inte rain”

In the Lower Mainland ,
three roofs collapsed in 24
hours after the heavy rainfalt
melted the snow and made
the weight too much to bear.
On Monday the roof of a rec-
reation centre in Surrey caved
in taking the entlre building
with it, while yesterday mom-
ing a tfowmhouse complex in
Port Moody was evacuated
due to a partial roof collapse.
A few hours later a warehouse

in Burnaby was destroyed
after its roof gave way. No one
was hurt in the incidents.

The B.C. River Forecast
Centre has also issued a high
flow advisory from the Fraser
Valley to Vancouver Island as
150 millimetres of rain are. ex-
pected for the region. The
problems look set to increase
into today as the weather
moves inland toward Centrat
Canada, which is experiencing
cold temperatures and light
SNOW.
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Pedesirians dash into
traffic to avoid
puddles yesterday in
Vancouver. Heavy rain
and meling snow has
caused flooding in
paris of the dty.
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Dlplomat charged with impaired. dnvmg returns to Europe -

Y AN BAREY VANCOUVER

. Poland’s consul in Vanoouver
has returned home to Europe,
raising questions about wheth-
er he will be present for a
court hearing next week on
impaired-driving charges.

Tomasz Lis is supposed to
appear in court on Jan. 13 to
face a charge of impaired driv-
ing and having a blood alcohol
level over .08 while operating
a motor vehicle,

But Sylwia Domisiewicz,

-spakeswoman for the Polish

“- embassy in Ottawa, wrote in
an e-mail yesterday that Mr,
Lis has left Canada for Poland -
and, as of Dec. 34, is no longer
Poland’s consul general in
Vancouver.

She did not reply to e-mails
and phone calls requesting
clarification on whether Mr.
Lis would attend the court

hea.nng next week.

Piotr Ogrodzinski, Poland’s
ambassador in Canada, has
suggested Mr. Lis would face
Canadian justice, but was not
available for comment yester-
day.

Vancouver police said last

' month that the driver of a car

with consular licence plates
was arrested for being over the
legat limit after a 2000 Volvo
rear-ended a municipal fire
truck in downtown Vancouver,
Mr. Lis, 49, later conceded
that he was the individual in
the spotlight in the case, but
denied he had hiown over the
limit. & career diplomat since
1090, Mr, Lis had beenin B.C,
only a month. Among his re-
sponsibilities was heing a
point person for concerns over
the fate of Polish immigrant
Robert Dziekanski, wio died
in October, 2007, after being
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tasered by Mounties during a
confrontation at Vancouver In-
termnational Aitport.

Crown spokesman Stan
Lowe said Mr. Lis was required
to attend next week’s court
hearing ot he could face the
prospect of a warrant being is-
sued for his arrest,

Mr. Lowe noted, however,
that any such warrant would

.not be valid outside of Canada.

“This warrant remains in the
systern so that if the person
‘comes back to Canada and
comes into contact with po-
lice, that petson can be arrest-
ed,” Mr. Lowe said.

He would not comment on
how the Crown would proceed
if Mr. Lis does not show up,
suggesting the Crovm would
wait for the court hearing.
“Depending what happens will

our course of ac-
tion,” he said.

Band files

inew suit

over fishing
in Nemiah
land-claims
marathon

BY JUSTINE HUNTER VICTORIA

A year after the B.C. Supreme
Court ordered the B.C. and fed-
eral governments to negotiate

'| aland cdaims settlement with

a small Indian hand in the
Chileotin - and just hours be-
fore an agreed deadline for ac-
Hon - the province’s Minister
of Aboriginal Relations and
}{;{:Dncﬂlatmn dehvereq quf—

Me de Jong’s letter 5

pared to put on the table after
the courts found the Xeni
Gwet’in First Nation had prov- -
en aboriginal title to roughiy
200,000 hectares of land in

the Nemiah Valley.

When Chief Marilyn Baptiste
and the broader Tsithqot'in
tribal council gathered in a
board room in Williams Lake
to hear the proposal on the

1 afternoon of Oct. 30, there was

some anticipation that they
would have something to
bring back to their people after
a battle that has dragged on
for decades.

But as a senior government
bureaucrat read out the leng-
thy letter on Mr. de Jong's be-
half, it soon became clear they
wd(?uld g0 home empty hand-

a

There would be no cash, no
land on the table, just an offer
to continue talking about
shared resource management.

“It is my sense that we have
made a good start on building
the foundation for a long-term
reconciliation agreement de-
spite the fact that, to date, we
have been unable to bring
Canada fully into the negotiat-
ing process,” Mr. de Jong
wrote,

But the province, citing the
lack of support from Ottawa,
said it is not ready to put land
and cash on the table. As a re-
sult, he wrote, the gap be-
tween what the band wanis
and what B.C. is willing ta of-
fer is so great “that making a
proposal now would actually
work againgt our shared goal
of achieving an honourable
reconciliation”

Mr. de Jong's last-minute of-
fer went nowhere. Oct. 30 was
the last date for an offer before
an all-party agreement to stay
out of the courts dissolved.
Now the November, 2007, B.C.
Supreme Court ruling from Mr.
Justice David Vickers is being
appealed by all three parties.

1t was exactly the response
that Judge Vickers had strong-
ly urged against.

The band's original land
claims trial lasted 339 days and
cost taxpayers tens of millions
of doilars,

In his 473-page decision,
Judge Vickers framed his rul-
ing as an opinion and ordered
the three parties - B.C., Ottawa
and the band - to negotlate
the details.

“After a trial of this scope
and duration, it would be trag-
ic if reconciliation ,., were
postponed through seemingly
endless appeals,” he wrote.
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Court case
centres

on mining
firm's plan

Yesterday, the Xeni

b Gwet'in raised the
stakes with another
‘lawsuit, this time claiming
rights to fish, something that
wasn't covered In the initial
jand ciaims case.

The new court case centres
on an application by Taseko
Mines Lid. to develop an
open pit mine called the
Prosperity project. The plan
calls for the draining of Fish
Lake, a popular fishing hole
abont 125 kilometres south-
west of Williams Lake, to ac-
cess billions of dollars worth
of gold and copper.

A lawyer for Tasekn Mines
said yesterday the company is
simply caught in the middle
of a larger hattle.

“The company is the meat
in the sandwich,” Keith Clark
said. “These are fights ahout
who owns the lands - Taseko
is not saying it owns the
Yands, it is just trying to de-
velop them.”

He predicted the courts will
not grant an injunction
against the project, however.
*My reaction to the claitn is,
it appears to be an attempt to
develop a negotiating position
as opposed to a sertous

clai

But Grand Chief Ed John,
head of the Assembly of First
Nations, sald the governments
should not even consider the
mine application in the dis-
puted lands without accom-
madating the Xeni Gwet'in

“If the government yefuses
to accept Mr, Justice Vickers
has found the Xeni Gwet'in
have title, then we have a real
serlous problem. When gov-
ernments taik about the rule
of law, you can’t just accept
the parts that you like and ig-
nore the parts you don't like.”

»

;nawboardus aoss the skh!ea‘i‘:wndary on WhisHer mounrtain

JONATHAN HAYWARD/THE CANADIAN PRESS

fas venk In sk resorts, s marked out of bounds for a reason,” Olympic champlon Ross Rebagliaisays.

‘It's being savvy, being knowledgeable’

Nancy Greene Raine,
wha won gold and sil-
ver in skiing at the 1068
Otympic Winter Games in
France, said yesterday that she
supports the idea of fines.

“It's unfortunate, hut I think
we need that ... if there aren’t
any conseguences, people dis-
regard warnings,” said Ms.
Greene Raine, recently ap-
pointed to the Senate by Prime
Minister Stephen Harper.

“If you host aspeed limit on a
highway, and there are never
any policemen around with ra-
dar guns, how many people do
you think pay attention to the
speed limit?"

Skier Ken Read, one of the so-
called Crazy Canucks who is
now the president of Alberta
Alpine, supports fining peopie
who go in closed parts of re-
sorts - areas within bounds
that have been actively cord-
oned off - but would oppose a
fine for well-prepared skiers
and snowboarders who em-
bark on backcountry advern-
tures,

“If yourre following all the ex-
pected protocols ... you've re-
portecl where you're going,
you're In a group, and you've
gone through all the checklist,
then that's something that -
should be deemed to be a com-

Head sald last night.
But with closed-off areas,
ﬁngs may be appropriate, he

“That inviting slope tnay be
there, but it’s heing savvy, be-
ing knowledgeable. ... Nohody
wants to see people gettmg
killed, especially if it is preven-
table,” Mr. Read said.

Ross Rebagliati, who won the
first gold medal in snowboard-
ingin'1998, agreed that a fine
could heipstop peapie from
going into closed-off areas, but

country rding.
“In ski resorts, it's marked

pletely acceptabie activity,” Mr.'

" he would oppose fines on back-

out of hounds for a reason.
They have to try and maintain
a certain amount of order out
there,” he said, making a dis-
tinetion between closed-off
areas and hackcountry.

“One of the great parts of ski-
ing and snowboarding is powd-
er and fresh tracks, That's
really what it's all about.
They're really going to be watk-
ing a fine line,” he said.

Ms, Greene Raine sald there
now seems to be an epidemic
of risk-taking “rather than risk
analyzing” that she linked, in
part, to the “glorification” of
extreme skiing in the media.

*[Resorts] would be bappy to

have some backup on enforc-
ing their boundaries, because
they are commercial opera-
Hons and they have boundar-
ies. When people go out of the
bounds, it causes all kinds of
other problems, hecause peo-
pie follow other peaple’s
tracks”

Ms. Greene Raine, 65, said she
now skis at B.C’s Sun Peaks Re-
sort where she runs a hotel
with her hushand. She said the
mounitaing she frequents have
a much iower avalanche risk
than elsewhere in B.C.

“] can challenge myself silly,
but the mountain's not going
to slide on me.”
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Vancouver faces ﬂooding with 8oo-person work force

Vancouver City Council

snow removal”

1%‘ catch basins around the been empiied.” an auxiliary dispatcher at the temperature warning over
: > workers have been out Yesterday aftermoon city city and will have crews out In Richmond, planners were | City of Richmond, who was today [Tuesday] and tomer-
A% in force making sure ~ | spokeswoman Jennifer Young tonight aru:l overnight,” she prepared for the big melt after | taking flood calls and helping - | row [Wednesday] means
that the melfing slush doesnt | said that an 8oo-person force being inundated with calls last | direct the effort for the clean- it'll be the worst time for
black the city’s drains, was tackling the runoff, ““k‘re also asking members | year. up. ¢ flooding, especially with the
One city worker said ] haven’t seen any probiems | of the public to clear catch ba- “We had quite a few last “We have sandbags In case snow being moved to the sides
that “pretty much every em- that I'm aware of yet. We're sins in front of thelr business- | vear, over 200 calls in a couple | of flooding so they can hold of the road, but we're always
ployee is out there doing emptying the 40,000 or so es or houses if they haven't of days,” said Cynthia Lapre, the water back®, she said. “The | ready.
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